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History and Purpose of the Fund 

The Attorney General Litigation Fund is a special revenue fund, which was created many years 
ago to account for funds received and used to pay litigation costs necessarily incurred in 
furtherance of actions brought or defended under state or federal antitrust, criminal laws, or 
civil proceedings under Title 13, Chapter 44, Protection of Personal Information Act.  These 
funds are in addition to other funds that are appropriated by the Legislature to the Attorney 
General.  The fund was created in statute, and has been modified a few times.  UCA 76-10-
3114 describes the fund, its parameters and purpose, and the appropriate uses of fund 
balances. 
 
Money received by the Attorney General for “judgments, settlements, or compromises as the 
result of any action commenced, investigated, or prosecuted by the Attorney General, after 
payment of any fines, restitution, payments, costs, or fees allocated by the court,” are to be 
deposited in the Attorney General Litigation Fund.  At the close of any fiscal year, any balance 
in the fund in excess of $2 million is transferred to the state General Fund. 
 

Request for Reporting & Oversight 

The Legislative Fiscal Analyst requested that the Attorney General’s Office provide a report 

concerning this fund to the Legislature, as part of the annual review of “off-budget” funds.  

This report is the first such report provided on this fund.  

Uses of Litigation Fund Balances 

The Litigation Fund may be used by the Attorney General only to pay for the costs incurred in 

relation to a variety of antitrust and criminal cases, and limited civil proceedings.  Funds are 

used in primarily three ways: 

1) Annually, the Legislature appropriates money from the Litigation Fund to the Attorney 

General’s main operating line item, to cover some of the costs to employ two antitrust 

attorneys.  Currently, this annual appropriation is $378,000. 

2) As the Attorney General incurs miscellaneous out-of-pocket costs associated with cases 

identified by the fund, the OAG charges those costs to the Litigation Fund directly.  Cost 

may include, among other related items, subject-matter related travel, supplies, 

equipment, expert witnesses, etc. 



        
 

3) As attorneys or staff of the Attorney General’s office work on cases, the costs of their 

time may be charged via accounting cost transfers to the Litigation Fund as deemed 

appropriate. 

The chart at the end of this report shows a history of the annual expenditures out of the 

Litigation Fund. 

Revenues to the Litigation Fund 

Over the years, revenues to the Litigation Fund have varied greatly.  For several years a number 

of large cases against drug companies yielded substantial judgements.  Most of these were 

returned to the Medicaid program, or deposited in the state General Fund, but some included 

attorney fees, fines, and penalties, which went to the Litigation Fund.  The report below shows 

the annual amounts received into the Litigation Fund. 

 

LITIGATION FUND
HISTORY OF REVENUE, USES, AND BALANCE

SFY REVENUE EXPENSE BALANCE

389,021        

1999 5,500         151,700      242,821        

2000 37,062       154,526      125,357        

2001 209,904     159,900      175,361        

2002 420,936     228,200      368,097        

2003 1,187,985   254,038      1,302,044     

2004 913,744     540,392      1,675,396     

2005 382,802     403,240      1,654,958     

2006 991,213     1,322,333   1,323,838     

2007 507,535     295,896      1,535,477     

2008 556,670     336,397      1,755,750     

2009 709,595     572,491      1,892,854     

2010 1,009,248   954,485      1,947,617     

2011 606,248     587,442      1,966,423     

2012 318,854     668,193      1,617,084     

2013 709,522     709,927      1,616,679     

2014 15,927       620,620      1,011,986     

2015 470,563     618,582      863,967        

EXPENSE BREAK-OUT

APPROP.

TO MAIN INTERNAL

SFY LINE ITEM EXPENSE

2003 252,100     1,938         

2004 255,600     284,792      

2005 256,100     147,140      

2006 262,400     1,059,933   

2007 279,900     15,996        

2008 321,700     14,697        

2009 335,400     237,091      

2010 332,900     621,585      

2011 336,500     250,942      

2012 336,900     331,293      

2013 345,000     364,927      

2014 356,700     263,920      

2015 366,600     251,982      
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